LJODAHATT

IS NOT EXACTLY A NORDIC POETIC FOLK ROCK BAND

They are musicians, composers and actors giving new life to some of Norway’s
greatest poets through all time.
The world of poetry mixed with their music folk, rock, pop...

Now on tour knocking on your door !

www.ljodahatt.com



. o May 11th 2015
Cité Universitaire, Paris

June 4th 201
Bergen International Festiva

June 6th and 7th 2015
Nynorskens Hus, Oslo

. June 2015
Le Jardin aux betteraves, Fribourg

. July 11th 2015
Pete The Monkey Festival, Haute Normandie

october, Berlin

october, Hambourg

november, New-Delhi

february , Cuba, Festival World Music
march, Tinqueux, France

april, Los Angeles

Ljodahatt, norrent ljodahattr is a kind of verse used in ancient
Nordic poetry (Edda). Is originally translated as ‘trollsong’ or ‘magic
song’ but it also means contradictive voices / tunes put up against
each other.

Ljodahétt is a project initiated by the norwegian actor Magne Havard
Brekke who has drawn the repertoire from both the ancient and

the modern (from Edda to Henrik Ibsen, Knut Hamsun or Tarjei
Vesaas...) and has brought together some of the best humans and
artists that he met on his journey throughout Europe : actors,
musicians and composers. Together they put these poems into music
and perform them in norwegian in a true fusion of genres — even the
ancient texts doped with rock and roll sound very modern.

It’s called Ljodahatt.

This is what was written when they appeared last summer in the
Edinburgh Festival and Ljodahatt likes it :

« This group take their name from a verse form in Old Norse
poetry. Ljodahdtt’ can be roughly translated as ‘magic song’ or
even ‘trollsong,” but what they do is a lot more complex than the
assortment of grunts and growls from the average beast-beneath-
a-bridge. Ljodahdtt take the work of Norwegian poets — mostly
from the late 19th to early 20th century — and compose original
music to fit alongside.

Think of something in between Arcade Fire and Leonard Cohen
and you’d be on the right track: poems and lyrics sung and spoken
in norwegian to the accompaniment of a band that can reach up

to 11 members. At times they can be slow and lilting, at others they
shift into something closer to rock and pop. It’s an intriguing range
that reflects the polyglot backgrounds of this group of Norwegian,
French, English, German, Swiss and Austrian musicians and
composers. Lead man Magne Havard Brekke set up the project
after 25 years of wandering Europe. His ambition is to celebrate
Norway’s cultural heritage of poetry and music, exploring how one
can inspire and transform the other.

The words could be taken from Nobel prize winner Knut Hamsun,
or poet-cum-lumberjack Hans Borli, but the music is all original
composition. And although the vocalists hail from across Europe,
everything’s sung in Brekke’s native tongue. Don't let this put you
off : even if your Norwegian is a little lacking, it sounds pretty good

all the same. » By Galen O’'Hanlon
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IT’S NOT EXACTLY AN ORCHESTRA

Magne Havard Brekke, composer, violon, vocalist

Stale Caspersen, composer, accordion, guitar, piano, vocalist
Steven Forward, bass, vocalist

Jiirg Kienberger, composer piano, organ, vocalist

Matthias Loibner, composer, hurdy gurdy, vocalist

Vidar Osmundsen, guitar, piano, vocalist

Laurent Petitgand, composer, guitar, piano, vocalist

Eirik Mannsaker Roald, cello, vocalist,

Sébastien Souchois, composer, saxophon, piano, vocalist

Rainer SiiBmilch, composer, trumpet, concertina, mouth harp, vocalist

Sam Walker, composer, percussionist, vocalist

Hervé Koster, percussionist, vocalist

Don’t panic ! Each show gathers only 5 to 8 members of the group.

Paris © Victor de Casteja



MAGNE HAVARD BREKKE
composer / musician / vocalist
norwegian

Founder and leader of Ljodahatt
He sometimes picks up his violin,
but is mainly the vocalist in
Ljodahatt. He attended the State
Theatre School "Ernst Busch” in
East-Berlin, joined the ensemble
of the Volksbiihne-Berlin in the
early 1990’s under the leadership
of Frank Castorf that became
legendary. He worked with great
directors in Germany amongst
whom Frank Castorf, but also
Christoph Marthaler, Dimiter
Gotscheff and many others...

He plays in films, several times
with the french film director Mia
Hansen-Lgve. Today he plays

in theaters and films mostly in
France, Germany and Norway...

IS NOT EXACTLY A GUITAR LESSON

JURG KIENBERGER

composer / musician / vocalist
swiss

He can make music out of almost
everything with spectacular insight
and humour. He also plays a
home-made glass harp, the piano,
organ, accordion, and a lot of
other instruments. Jurg is already
a living legend in the german
spoken-theatre world mostly
because of his long-standing
collaboration with Christoph
Marthaler Hotel Angst, Was thr
wollt, Groundings, Dantons Tod...
and many others.

To mention some of his stunning
activity; at the Wiener Festwochen
he played Schutz vor der

Zukunft and Riesenbutzbach,
Papperlapapp at the Festival
d’Avignon, at the Theater Basel in
Die kleine Hexe, Romeo und Julia,
Geld und Geist and his solo ohrli in
the morning.

At the Salzburger Festspiele he
performed the on-stage recitative

for Figaros Hochzeit, which was
played also at the Opera de Paris
in 2006. He developped

+0 in Greenland, another
Mathaler project. He composed
and directed the music for
Tellspiele and sang Handel-duet
with Anne Sofie von Otter at the
Operahouse in Zurich ...

STEVEN FORWARD

musician / mixer / vocalist
english

Plays the bass so smooth and
sensitive, and when he goes
totally into the music his head
starts swinging nicely in all
directions. He mixed the first
Ljodahétt album, and will be the
one to mix the next.

He fell in love with Ljodahétt at
once, and dived into its universe
with outstanding passion and
energy. Busy recording music
for the past 35 years in numerous
countries.

He has worked with Ray Charles,
Robert Palmer, Manfred Mann
and Paul McCartney amongst
major international artists.
During the early 1980’s he even
worked with various Norwegian
artists. Since the performance in
Berlin 2012 he now finds himself
playing bass for Ljodahétt ! Life
can be full of surprises!...

MATTHIAS LOIBNER

composer / musician / vocalist
austrian

Has often been called the Jimi
Hendrix of the hurdu-gurdy for
his expressive playing on this

old string instrument. He plays
everything on it from classic
baroque, to folk music and rock.
He has travelled the world with
his hurdy gurdy for all manner of
occasions. A phenomenon.

In Vienna, he has initiated a
hurdy-gurdy festival in cooperation
with the radio station Cultural
house O1. In 2008 he launched
the unique sound installation

The Time Project, which brings
together four European bands
(Sno, Mitsoura, Palyrria, Familha
Artas) from East, West,North and
South to overcome time and space.
His award winning CD recordings
are as resourcefull as the list of
his musical partners and places of
performance ...

VIDAR OSMUNDSEN

musician / vocalist

norwegian

He plays guitar and piano

in Ljodahatt. Studied by the
conservatory in Stavanger.

Was tought piano by legendary
jazzpianist Ove Hetland. Vidar

is very activ in the underground
music in Norway and spend a

lot of time in a lot of studios. He
has been part of many norwegian
bands and plays a register of
very different sounds. He often
partisipate on filmmusic. Let him
find his way to do things, he does.
And he is delighted to find out that
he got totally lost. Allways with a

big heart ...

IS NOT EXACTLY A VIOLIN CONCERTO

RAINER SUBMILCH

composer / musician / vocalist
german

Born in Hannover starts music at
the age of six. At the age of 22 after
learning the trumpet he discovered
the english concertina. He then
studied acting at the theater school
in Hamburg.In Ljodahétt he plays
trumpet, althorn and concertina.
In recent years he has worked

a lot to bring his music into the
theater working with the most
significant theaters in Germany
and Switzerland such as Deutsches
Theater in Berlin, Thalia Theater
in Hamburg, Schauspielhaus

in Frankfurt, Theater Basel,
Schauspielhaus Ziirich and many
others in which he is an actor, a
musician or a musical director...

LAURENT PETITGAND
composer / musician / vocalist
francais

He was the first to jump into
Ljodahatt and has composed
several songs. He plays a number
of different instruments : in



Ljodahatt mostly guitar, organ
and piano. In addition to his own
work he composes music for film,
has a close relationship with Wim
Wenders since Tokyo-Ga

1985 followed by Wings of desire
in 1987 and has a long-standing
collaboration with this film maker
the last one was The Salt of the
Earth,but also with amongst many
others Michelangelo Antonioni
and Paul Auster.

He wrote songs for the french
Alain Bashung and mixed cords
for Christophe. He also composes
music for choregraphers like
Angelin Preljocaj and do regularly
some acting too. You can often see
him on stage with his group ...

STALE CASPERSEN

composer / musician / vocalist
norwegian

Composed a lot of songs for
Ljodahatt. He plays the accordion
(two-row, that he learned in his car
in the evenings and nights, not to
disturb his family and neighbours),
acoustic guitar, piano and is

also vocalist. He has played in
several bands in Norway, the most
important for him was The Tables .
He also composes music for the
theater and for film Vinterkyss
among others in Norway but also
for films in France and Germany.
He writes, make chimneys and

try to take good care of his small
new old farm in the south part of
Norway...

—————

LIODAHATT

IS NOT EXACTLY A CELLO SYMPHONY

SEBASTIEN SOUCHOIS
composer / musician / vocalist
french

He has composed a couple of
songs for Ljodahatt. Started up in
the French jazz-scene and is an
excellent saxophone player (tenor

and alto). He is also composing
music for french films, starting
with the film La premiére fois que
Jj’ai eu 20 ans by Lorraine Lévy, Le
candidat par Niels Arestrup until
his latest colloboration with the
film maker Anne Fassio for the film
Ma bonne étoile. He also works

as a composer for television and
theater. You can find him in very
different events on stage.

When he blows, he blows ! ...

SAM WALKER

composer / musician / vocalist
english

Was woken up one dark night and
went to his window in the rolling
english hills.

He saw a procession of men
dressed in black bowler hats,
singing loudly in a language he
didn’t understand.

A Drgm ? Mais Non !

He took his most precious drumbkit
and jumped from the third floor,
landing with a crash and a bang
amongst the company. His injuries
were not life threatening and he
managed to strike up a beat to the
mysterious sounds.

Those sounds grew and grew and
Sam was carried far and wide over
the seas and under ice, through
dreams and nightmares on the bold
ship Ljodahatt.

A Drgm ? Mais Oui ! ...

HERVE KOSTER

musician / vocalist

french

His eclectic career has allowed
him to sample various styles and
adventures: rock, blues, and funk
with Trust, Louis Bertignac, Cock
Robin, Phil Collins, Jimmy Cliff,
Zazie, Johnny Halliday, Manu
Dibango and Yannick Noa with
whom he is still working.

He brings boundless energy and
enthusiasm to Ljodahatt ...

EIRIK MANNSAKER ROALD
musician / vocalist

norwegian

He plays the cello in Ljodahatt.
Educated at the concervatory of
music in Oslo, The great teachers
and mentors, Marit Klovning,
Hans Holgerson and @rnulf
Michelsen gave this kid his solid,
musical platform, enabling him
to adventure the more raffined

registers of the Cello.

During the years, Eirik has
contributed as a musician and
composer on a wide range of
bands and musical projects, and
his own electro-accoustic project
Fossekallen.

Eirik is a musician in constant
search of the unexplored and
unexpected.

He is the youngest of us in
Ljodahatt and so quick to jump on
to a challenge, always with a big
smile ...

LJODAHATT

IS NOT EXACTLY AN ARGANTINIAN FEELING

T ARTHUR HOLOIEN

musician / vocalist

norwegian

He played the double bass and
bass guitar in Ljodahéatt. From
the age of 16 he was on the road
to play with well known bands
in Norway ; like DE Press and
Lonely Crowd. He also played
with Adam Cain, Oddpop, Marie-
Josee Houle, Hogen Rormark
and Girl from Saskatoon and
many more. He was able to get
us in Ljodahatt all back on tune
and rhythm if we got too lost.
And we did many times. And he
was laughing and made us laugh
too. We all regret him a lot as he
decided to leave this life so soon.



MUSICéE>¢POETRY

ALDRI EIN TRU | NEVER BELIEVE
Poem from Havamal in the old Edda 950.Composers : Stile Caspersen and Magne Havard Brekke

BORTE | GONE
Poem by : Henrik Ibsen 1828-1906. Composer : Sébastien Souchois

DROM | DREAM
Poem by : Hans Berli1918-1989. DREAM 1 Composer : Rainer Siissmilch. DREAM 2 Composer : Jiirg Kienberger
DREAM 3 Composer : Sébastien Souchois DREAM 4 Composers : Matthias Loibner and Sam Walker

DU SKA ITTE TR@ I GRASET | YOU SHOULDN'T TREAD ON THE GRASS
Poem by : Einar Skjaeraasen 1900-1966. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

DETTRENGST SO LITA MINNING | IT NEEDS JUST A LITTLE MEMORY
Poem by : Olav Nygard 1884-1924. Composers : Stile Caspersen and Magne Havard Brekke

HESTENE STAR I REGNET | THE HORSES STAND IN THE RAIN
Poem by : Astrid Hjertenaes Andersen 1915-1985. Composer : Stile Caspersen

EG STEND EG, SEDDU | I'M STANDING ME, GOT IT
Poem by : Olav H. Hauge 1908-1994. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

ET OVERSTREGET DIKT | A CROSSED OUT POEM
Poem by : Olaf Bull 1883-1933. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

GODNAT HERINDE | GOOD NIGHT IN HERE
Poem by : Knut Hamsun 1859-1952. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

HAVET VAR FORBI | THE OCEAN HAD GONE
Poem by : Sigbjorn Obstelder 1866-1900. Composers : Stile Caspersen and Magne Havard Brekke

INNBYING [ INVITATION

Poem by : Tarjei Vesaas 1897-1970. Composer : Stile Caspersen

KVINNA I HUSET | THE WOMAN IN THE HOUSE
Poem by : Tarjei Vesaas 1897-1970. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

LODDFAVNE | LODDFAVNE
Poem from Voluspé in the old Edda 950. Composers : Stale Caspersen and Magne Hévard Brekke

SA STIG DA I MEG, EINSEMD | RISE UP WITHIN ME, SOLITUDE
Poem by : Tor Jonsson 1916-1951. Composer : Stéle Caspersen

SI MIG, LILLE TULLE] TELL ME, LITTLE DARLING
Poem by : Sigbjorn Obstelder 1866-1900. Composer : Magne Havard Brekke

SKUGGEN | THE SHADOW
Poem by : Olav H. Hauge 1908-1994. Composer : Laurent Petitgand

SNO OG GRANSKOG | SNOW AND PINE FOREST
Poem by: Tarjei Vesaas 1897-1970. Composer : Sam Walker

SVEVN | SLEEP
Poem by: Olav H. Hauge 1908-1994. Composer : Jiirg Kienberger

SVOLDER | SVOLDER
Poem by : Per Silve 1857-1904. Composer : Sébastien Souchois

TIL SON MIN [ TO MY SON
Poem by : Olav Nygard 1884-1924. Composers : Stile Caspersen and Magne Havard Brekke

TO FJERNSYN | TWO TELEVISIONS
Poem by : Tor Ulven 1953-1995. Composer : Stale Caspersen

TORD FOLESON | TORD FOLESON
Poem by : Per Silve 1857-1904. Composer : Stéle Caspersen
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« Eg stend eg, seddu », « I'm standing me, got it »
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Illustrations : Jérome Meyer-Bisch

Foreningen Ljodahétt - Norway

Manager : Marie-Francoise George 12, place du guignier 75020 tel: +33 6 3195 01 24
mariefgeorge@gmail.com



